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Wath-upon-Deame  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1939,  together  with  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year. 


The  Report  is  arranged  generally  on  the  lines  of  Circular  1961 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  16th  February,  1940. 


1.  General  Statistics. 


Area  of  the  District  .  ...  2,665  acres. 


Population  (1931  Census)  . 

Population  (1939)  .  (a)  13,490 

Height  above  sea-level  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  31st  December,  1939 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate . 

Rateable  Value  (September  1939)  . 

Rainfall  for  the  year  . 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  . 

Zymotic  death-rate  . 

Respiratory  death-rate . 


Tuberculosis  death-rate 


Pulmonary  ... 
Other  forms  ... 


13,655. 

;  (b)  13,380. 

70  to  325  feet. 

3,802. 

£184. 

£50,568. 

28*61  inches. 

163  days. 

0*448. 

1*590. 

0.299. 

Nil. 


Cancer  death-rate . 


1*719. 


2.  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Coal  mining  is  the  chief  industry  in  the  District,  and  the 
majority  of  the  male  members  of  the  population  are  employed  in 
this  work.  Other  industries  carried  on  are  manufacture  of  by¬ 
products  from  coal,  glass  manufacture  and  agriculture. 


4 


3. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births 

.  { 

Legitimate 

123 

119 

242 

1 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Totals 

131 

124 

255 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Still  Births 

-  i 

Legitimate 

3 

'  3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

3 

6 

Birth-rate 

\  Live  Births  18*90 

per  1,000  population. 

(  Still  Births  22*99 

per  1,000  total  (live  &  still) 

births. 

(The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  (live  births) 

was  15*0  per  1 ,000). 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths 

90 

74 

164 

These 

figures 

give  a  crude  death-rate 

of  12*26  per 

1,000 

population. 

When  the  figure  for  the  crude  death-rate  is  multiplied  by  the 
figure  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  Comparability  Factor 
(1*22),  the  adjusted  death-rate  is  1 4*96  per  1,000  population. 

This  is  in  comparison  with  the  death-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  which  is  12*1  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

( Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar -General' s  Short  List )  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still  births) 


No.  29 

Puerperal  sepsis  . 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  30 

Other  Puerperal  diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  54*92 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  57*85 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

For  England  and  Wales  (all  infants  per  1,000  live  births)  ...  50*00 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... .  23 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) .  2 

>>  >>  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  Nil 


5 


Deaths  from  All  Causes. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles  ... 

- , 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

6. 

Influenza 

3 

1 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

11. 

Syphilis . 

1 

1 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane  tabes 
dorsalis 

1 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

14 

14. 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

15. 

Cerebro  haemorrhage,  &c. 

6 

7 

16. 

Heart  disease  ... 

15 

15 

17. 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

2 

19. 

Bronchitis 

5 

5 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

5 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

— ^ 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  ... 

— 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  the  liver  ... 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

1 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

2 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
malformations,  &c.  ... 

6 

2 

32. 

Senility  ... 

6 

6 

33. 

Suicide  ... 

— 

1 

34. 

Other  violence  ... 

9 

2 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases 

7 

6 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 
as  above)  : — 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Total 


1 

4 

2 

1 

23 

2 

13 

30 

3 

10 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 


8 

12 

1 

11 

13 


90 


74 


164 


tc 
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Inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  the  deaths  of  14  persons  who 
were  normally  resident  in  this  district.  The  findings  at  the 
inquests  were  as  follows  : — 

Deaths  from  natural  causes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidental  deaths  ..  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  ...  ...  3 


Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Small-pox 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) ... 

Total  6 


The  above  figures  are  equal  to  an  Annual  Zymotic  Death-rate 
of  0‘448  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  0.518  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  Death-rate  for  Diarrhoea  diseases  (under  2  years  of  age) 
was  Nil ;  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  4'6  per  1,000  live  births. 


4.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 

% 

Compared  with  with  1937  and  1938,  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  but  a  decrease  in 
[the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received 
during  the  past  eight  years  :  — 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Scarlet 

Fever 

67 

57 

177 

208 

70 

11 

24 

30 

Diphtheria 

8 

9 

112 

169 

61 

125 

80 

38 

(5  ncg.) 

(4  ncg  ) 

(40neg.) 

(62  ncg.) 

(22  ncg.) 

(42neg.) 

(29neg.) 

(llneg.) 
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5.  Notifiable  Diseases  (oilier  than  Tuberculosis). 


DISEASE 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

!  ,i  ,'i '  it 

Deaths 

■'  'vV.buAl 

Small-pox 

;  ■  .  .  / 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

25 

Diphtheria 

38* 

38 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

— 

9 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

8 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

★  11  Cases  were  negative. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Periods 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non-R  spiratory 

M.  F. 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non-Re  spiratory 
M.  F. 

0— 

1  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

5— 

— • 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15— 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55— 

■ — - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 
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6.  Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals 
and  other  Institutions  in  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  (Wath  and  West  Melton)  : — 

2  District  Nurses  (Charitable  Associations). 

Midwives  (Number  practising  in  the  District)  ...  ...  3 

Health  Visitors  (under  the  Authority  of  the  County  Council)  2 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 


Name. 

Station. 

Nature  of 
Accommodation. 

By  whom 
Provided 

Welfare 

Centre. 

Dunford  House, 
Doncaster  Road, 

Wath. 

Waiting  Room, 
Weighing  Room, 
Consultation  Room. 

County 

Council. 

>5 

Wesleyan  Schoolroom, 
Princess  Street, 

West  Melton. 

Waiting  Room, 
Weighing  Room, 
Consultation  Room. 

County 

Council. 

Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  : — 

Controlled  by  the  County  Council. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  Local  Authority  : — 

1.  Tuberculosis  .  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

2.  Maternity  ...  ...  West  Riding  County  Council. 

(Maternity  Ward,  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexboroug'h). 

3.  Children  ...  ...  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough). 

4.  Fever  Wath,  Swinton  &  District  Joint  Hospital  Board). 

(Wath  Wood  Hospital). 

Ambulance  Facilities : — 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  : — 

Three  Motor  Ambulances  (Wath  Wood  Hospital). 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases: — 

Motor  Ambulance  provided  jointly  by  Mexborough, 
Swinton  and  Wath  Urban  District  Councils. 

7.  Laboratory  Work. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  submitted  to 
the  County  Bacteriologist.  Free  use  has  been  made  of  this  facility 

during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners  by 
the  department  as  required. 
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8.  List  of  Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(Parts  2,  3,  4  and  5). 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 
(Parts  2,  3  and  5  and  6,  and  Sections  52  to  67  of  Part  4). 

Public  Health  Act,  1925 

(Parts  2,  3  and  5,  and  Sections  45.  46,  47  and  50  of  Part  4). 

NOTE. — Certain  Parts  and  Sections  of  the  above-mentioned  Adoptive 
Acts  have  been  repealed  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Byelaws. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings.  Nuisances. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  Pleasure  Grounds. 

Slaughter-houses.  Offensive  Trade  of  Fish  Frier. 

9.  Sanitary  Administration. 

Details  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
which  is  appended  hereto. 

10.  Public  Health  Staff. 

★Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  T.  CROWLEY,  L.R.C.P.S.  (Ire.)  &  L.M. 

-KSanitary  Inspector  -  -  -  W.  W.  WILKINSON. 

Qualifications  : 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination  Joint  Board 
Meat  and  Foods  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Pupil  Assistant  -  -  J.  D.  HACKFORD. 

★  Salaries  of  both  Officers  contributed  to  by  Grants. 


11.  Housing. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  .  45 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  426 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  415 
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(3)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those 

referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  26 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(3)  By  Owners  .  14 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ,  .  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13,  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  15 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


11 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ..  ...  ...  ...  51 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  57 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  394 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  52 

4.  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  1939 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

* 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Total  119 

5.  Housing  Conditions  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  ...  3902 

(2)  Number  of  working-class  houses  included  in 

the  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3740 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  for  public  supply  is  obtained  from  boreholes  into  the 
Oaks  Rock  of  the  coal  measures.  With  the  exception  of  about 
four  houses,  every  house  in  the  District  has  a  piped  supply  of 
water  laid  on  into  the  house. 

Seventeen  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  public  supply 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  the  reports 
received  upon  the  samples  indicated  that  the  water  was  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewers  ...  16 

Sewers  found  to  be  in  need  of  improvement : — 

Melton  Green  to  Town  End  sewer. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  action  was  taken  with  respect  to  the  prevention  of  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Dustbins  were  emptied  regularly  each  week  during  the  year, 
and  very  few  complaints  were  received  with  respect  to  this  service. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  is  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  District  and  this  is 
owned  by  the  Council.  The  satisfactory  condition  of  the  water  is 
now  ensured  by  the  plant  brought  into  operation  in  1937,  which 
gives  continuous  purification  and  sterilisation  of  the  water. 
According  to  reports  received  upon  12  samples  of  bath  water 
submitted  for  examination,  the  bacteriological  content  was  satis¬ 
factory.  The  baths  were  maintained  in  an  excellent  sanitary 
condition  throughout  the  season. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  public  elementary  schools  in  your  district  are  kept  clean 
and  well  ventilated.  The  water  supplied  at  each  school  is  drawn 
from  the  public  water  supplies,  and  the  general  sanitary  conditions 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Disinfection  of  the  schools  was 
carried  out  twice  during  the  year.  School  children  in  contact  with 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  excluded  from  school  for  one  week 
and  Diphtheria  contacts  for  two  weeks,  and  intimations  in  all 
these  cases  were  addressed  to  the  Education  Authority. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY  -  Frequent  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies 

are  made  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
ascertain  whether  the  provisions  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Order  are  being  complied  with. 
Samples  of  milk  are  submitted  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  and  to  the  County  Analyst  for  analysis. 

(b)  MEAT,  etc.  -  -  All  slaughter-houses,  meat  shops,  stalls  and 

vehicles,  and  places  where  food  is  prepared 
are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

(c)  ADULTERATION,  Action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adultera¬ 

tion)  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  Inspectors;  samples  of  milk 
are  also  obtained  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  1  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  and  the  help  I  have  received  from  your  Deputy  Clerk, 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


December  1940. 


T.  CROWLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 

- - 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report, 

1939. 

- 4. - 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  on  the 
work  completed  during  the  year  1939. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  made  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection. 

Primary 

Inspections. 

Re-inspections. 

Inspection  of  houses  under  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts  re  Housing 
defects 

45 

426 

Inspection  of  premises  re  nuisances 

217 

247 

Cowsheds 

27 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

2 

— 

Slaughter-houses  . 

451 

— 

Butchers’  shops,  vans  and  stalls  ... 

91 

— 

Factories 

7 

1 

Caravans 

2 

3 

Lodging-houses 

4 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  ... 

22 

20 

Works  in  progress  . 

22 

— 

Infectious  diseases 

49 

2 

Miscellaneous  inspections  ... 

177 

— 

Totals 

1,116 

699 

14 


Complaints  Received. 


102  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  all  were 
investigated  without  delay.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the 
complaints  received. 

No.  of  Complaints 

Nature  of  Complaint.  Received. 


Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  water-closets  ...  ...  7 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  3 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  4 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  24 

Effluvium  nuisances  ...  ...  5 

Unpaved  yards  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  refuse  accommodation  1 

Refuse  not  removed  ...  ...  9 

Rats  or  mice  infestation  ...  14 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  1 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ..  ...  ...  4 


102 


Number  of  complaints  received  during  1939  ...  102 

Number  outstanding  from  1938  ...  ...  31 

Number  to  be  dealt  with  ...  133 


Number  of  complaints  not  upheld  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  cases  where  nuisances  were  abated  92 

Number  of  cases  where  nuisances  were  not 


abated  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  29 

133 

* 

Nuisances. 

Number  of  nuisances  found  in  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Number  outstanding,  31st  December,  1938  ...  ..  76 

Total  needing  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Abated  during  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Nuisances  outstanding  31st  December,  1939  ...  ...  109 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  102 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103+ 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


+  Includes  a  number  of  notices  served  during  1938  and  complied 
with  during  1939. 
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Particulars  of  Nuisances  abated  and  Defects  remedied 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


New  drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains,  gullies,  etc.  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped,  repaired  or  cleansed  ...  ...  10 

Gully  dish-stones  repaired  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  water-closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dilipidated  privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water-closet  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water-closet  fittings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dirty  water-closets  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eaves  gutters  cleansed,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  12 

Common  yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Private  yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  6 

Dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  14 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Food  store  ventilators  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sinks  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Coppers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Chimney  flues  and  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dirty  or/and  verminous  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dilapidated  sheds  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  steps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 
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Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwelling-houses 
in  the  various  wards  in  the  district  and  the  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  provided. 


WARD 

Dwelling-houses 

Dwelling-houses 
with  Shops 
included  in 

Column  1 

Shops  and 

Factories 

Miscellaneous 

Buildings 

Privies 

Water-closets 

Fixed 

Ashpits 

Dustbins 

Cesspools 

Slop-closets 

Wet 

Dry 

Central 

1019 

43 

43 

40 

18 

1227 

9 

13 

1022 

7 

1 

East 

732 

33 

11 

9 

30 

820 

12 

3 

722 

6 

— 

Wharncliffe 

760 

25 

24 

15 

1 

905 

1 

2 

834 

— 

— 

Winterwell 

653 

42 

26 

12 

4 

738 

2 

2 

667 

— 

1 

Melton 

738 

27 

23 

17 

— 

803 

— 

5 

740 

1 

— 

Totals 

3902 

170 

127 

93 

53 

4493 

24 

25 

3985 

14+ 

2 

f  Including  2  for  Cowsheds  only. 


HOUSING. 

Housing  work  was  chiefly  directed  towards  the  clearance  of 
unhealthy  areas,  and  reports  were  made  on  seven  areas  containing 
a  total  of  61  houses.  The  Council  declared  five  of  the  areas,  con¬ 
taining  the  undermentioned  property,  to  be  Clearance  Areas: — 


Nos.  28  to  37,  Common  Lane 

,,  3  to  13,  High  Street  and  2,  Warehouse  Lane 

,,  2  to  14,  Well  Lane 

,,  173  to  183,  Court  1,  Melton  High  Street 

„  1  to  7,  Cemetery  Road,  80,  80a  Church 

Street  and  Market  Place  Buildings 


10  houses 


7 

7 

6 


8 


38  houses 


The  Council  decided  to  deal  with  14  of  the  houses  in  the  two 
remaining  Areas  as  individual  unfit  houses,  and  no  action  was 
decided  upon  in  connection  with  9  houses.  No  further  progress 
was  made  with  the  Areas,  however,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
War. 

The  occupants  of  34  houses  in  the  Newhill  (No.  1)  Clearance 
Area  and  42  individual  unfit  houses  were  rehoused  in  new  houses 
during  the  year.  The  families  from  these  houses  were  rehoused 
in  16  bungalows  and  64  houses  erected  on  the  Newhill  housing 
site. 

Two  unfit  houses  were  closed  and  21  houses  demolished 
during  the  year. 
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Common  Lodging  House. 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  District  which 
was  inspected  on  three  occasions  during  the  year.  On  each 
occasion  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a  very  clean  condition. 

Eradication  of  Bed-bugs. 

Four  houses,  found  to  be  infested  with  bed-bugs,  were  dealt 
with  and  cleansed  by  spraying  with  liquid  insecticide  and/or  fumi¬ 
gation  with  sulphur  blocks.  In  addition,  the  belongings  of  25 
families  moving  into  Council  houses  were  disinfested  by  hydrogen 
cyanide,  and  the  old  houses  sprayed  with  liquid  insecticide  when 
vacated. 


Inspection  of  Factories. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
Written  Notices 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power  ... 

6 

1 

Nil 

Factories  without  ... 
mechanical  power  ... 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

8 

1 

Nil 

Defects  found  in  Factories. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Choked  gullies  and  waste  pipes 

1 

1 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Milk  is  produced  at  14  farms  in  the  District.  Twenty  cow¬ 
sheds  are  in  use  and  about  120  cows  are  kept.  27  visits  to  cow¬ 
sheds  were  made  during  the  year  and  on  the  whole  a  reasonable 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers  ...  14 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk  77 
Number  of  wholesale  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  17 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer’s  Department,  Wakefield,  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  All  eleven  samples  were  of  ordinary  milk 
produced  within  the  Urban  District  and  55%  of  the  samples  passed 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test  for  “  Accredited  ”  milk.  The  following 
is  a  statement  of  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  samples 
compiled  from  reports  received  from  the  laboratory  : — 


Producer’s 

Number 

Sample 

Number 

Age  of  Milk 
when  sampled 
(hours) 

Temperature 
on  arrival 
at 

Laboratory 

Methylene 
Blue  Test. 
Period  before 
decolourisation 
(in  hours) 

Remarks 

1 

213 

Nil 

13°C 

s 

Satisfactory 

2 

207 

Nil 

14°C 

s 

Satisfactory 

3 

206 

Nil 

14°C 

5 

Not  satisfactory 

5 

204 

Nil 

18°C 

S 

Satisfactory 

209 

Nil 

16°C 

4 

Not  satisfactory 

8 

210 

Nil 

16°C 

4 

Not  satisfactory 

10 

211 

Nil 

16°C 

S 

Satisfactory 

14 

205 

Nil 

18°C 

4 

Not  satisfactory 

214 

Nil 

13°C 

S 

Satisfactory 

20 

215 

Nil 

13°C 

s 

Satisfactory 

22 

212 

Nil 

16°C 

2 

Not  satisfactory 

NOTE. — A  sample  is  regarded  as  satisfactory  which  is  not  decolourised 
at  the  end  of  4J  hours  if  it  has  been  taken  between  the  1st  of 
May  and  the  31st  October,  or  at  the  end  of  5J  hours  if  taken 
between  the  1st  November  and  the  30th  April. 

Tuberculous  Samples. 

One  sample  of  milk  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  examina¬ 
tion  was  reported  to  be  infected  with  tubercle  bacilli.  A  subse¬ 
quent  sample  taken  at  the  farm  and  submitted  to  the  biological 
test  gave  a  negative  result. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order. 

One  supplementary  licence  to  retail  “  Pasteurised”  milk  and 
one  dealer’s  licence  to  retail  “  Accredited  ”  milk  in  this  District 
were  granted  by  the  Council.  “  Accredited  ”  milk,  under  licence 
granted  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  is  produced  at  two 
farms  in  the  District. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Seven  private  slaughter-houses  were  in  use  during  the  year. 
451  visits  were  paid  to  slaughter-houses,  chiefly  in  connection  with 
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the  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered.  Attention  was  also  given 
during  the  visits  to  the  cleanliness  of  slaughter-houses. 

91  visits  were  made  to  butchers’  shops,  vans  and  stalls  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  meat  offered  for  sale. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case  for  a  contravention 
of  section  9  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938.  In  this  case  diseased 
meat  was  found  exposed  for  sale  in  a  butcher’s  shop.  The  beast 
from  which  this  meat  was  derived  had  been  slaughtered  and 
dressed  outside  the  Council’s  district  without  notification  or  in¬ 
spection  by  the  Meat  Inspector  concerned.  The  defendant  was 
fined  £15. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (approx.) . 

110 

300 

19 

2100 

950  ★ 

Number  inspected  . 

105 

282 

19 

1126 

931  ★ 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

1 

15 

— 

7 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  and  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis  - 

• 95 % 

5 '32% 

— 

*62% 

'43% 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  -  - 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  -  -  - 

9 

69 

— 

— 

40 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis  . 

S'67% 

24*47% 

— 

— 

4*29% 

★  Figures  include  15  pigs  slaughtered  by,  or  on  behalf  of 
cottagers  on  premises  other  than  registered  or  licensed 
slaughter-houses. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  unsound  meat  which  was 
surrendered  during  the  year  for  destruction 

Tuberculosis. 

Beasts.  59  sets  of  lungs. 

36  heads. 

21  mesenteries. 

1 1  livers. 

3  udders. 

3  sets  of  stomachs. 

2  hearts. 

1  spleen. 

1  kidney  fat. 

1  tail. 

1  hindquarter. 

1  part-forequarter. 

Pigs.  32  heads. 

11  mesenteries. 

14  plucks. 

3  lungs. 

2  livers. 


Other  Diseases. 


Beasts. 


Pigs. 


Sheep. 


6  udders 

Mastitis. 

4  livers 

Abscesses 

1  udder 

Abscesses. 

2  livers 

Distomatosis. 

1  liver 

Angiomatosis. 

1  mesentery 

Inflammation. 

1  set  of  stomachs 

Inflammation. 

1  set  of  lungs 

Cysts. 

1  liver 

Cirrhosis. 

3  sets  of  lungs 

Inflammation. 

1  liver 

Cysts. 

1  liver 

Cirrhosis. 

1  carcase  and  organs 

Fever. 

5  lungs 

Inflammation. 

1  liver 

Distomatosis. 

Diseased  Meat  which  was  seized  and  destroyed  under  an  Order 
signed  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  :  — 

One  hind-quarter  of  beef. 

One  fore-quarter  of  beef  (less  shin  and  neck  beef). 

One  part  fore-quarter  of  beef. 

One  half  beast’s  kidney. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

22  licences  for  the  slaughtering  or  stunning  of  animals  which 
have  been  granted  by  the  Council  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

During  the  year  the  Council  passed  a  resolution  applying 
section  1  of  the  Act  to  sheep,  ewes,  wethers,  rams  and  lambs,  thus 
requiring  that  the  slaughter  of  these  animals  shall  be  carried  out 
in  a  humane  manner. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Five  inspections  were  made  of  shops  under  the  provisions 
relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops  and  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  in  connection  with  shops.  No  contravention  of  the 
provisions  was  found  during  these  inspections. 

Rats  &  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

42  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  rat  infested 
premises.  Advice  was  given  to  occupiers  of  infested  premises  and 
assistance  given  with  the  laying  of  poison  baits.  4  written  and  4 
verbal  intimations  were  given  to  occupiers  to  rid  their  premises 
of  rats.  During  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  a  part-time  rat¬ 
catcher  was  employed  by  the  Council,  and  during  this  period  he 
destroyed  35  rats. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  visits  after  cases  of  Diphtheria  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  visits  after  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  ...  *23 

Number  of  visits  after  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  1 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  65 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Two  S.D.  freighters,  each  of  6 — 7  yards  capacity  are  employed 
full-time  in  refuse  collection,  four  men  in  addition  to  the  driver 
working  with  each  vehicle. 

Summary  of  Work  Done. 

Receptacles.  Number  Emptied.  Number  of  Loads. 


Dustbins 

...  193,439 

3,109 

Dry  Ashpits  ... 

192 

83 

Privies 

185 

75 

Cesspools 

1 

1 

Shop  Refuse  ... 

5,397 

91 

Total  Number  of  Loads  -  -  -  - 

-  3.359 

Total  Number  of  Loads  - 
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Trade  Refuse. 

The  collection  of  trade  refuse  from  shops  was  undertaken 
from  the  1st  July,  and  charges  fixed  for  collecting  such  refuse. 
This  resulted  in  a  big  drop  in  the  amount  of  trade  refuse  collected, 
224  loads  being  collected  in  the  year  1938-39  and  only  91  loads  in 
1939-40.  An  income  of  £24  -  2  -  0  was  also  derived  from  this 
source. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

One  tip  is  in  use  at  Wet  Moor  Lane  which  is  suitably  situated 
for  dealing  with  refuse  from  all  parts  of  the  Urban  District. 
Methods  of  controlled  tipping  are  in  operation  and  the  work  is 
now  carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Legal  proceedings  were 
taken  against  one  person  for  sorting  over  the  refuse  at  the  tip  in 
contravention  of  the  provisions  of  section  76  (b)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  a  fine  of  7/6  being  imposed. 


Cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Cost  of  collection  of  refuse  ...  2198  13  9 

Cost  of  disposal  of  refuse  ...  394  4  10 


Gross  Cost 


Income. 

Rent  of  Tip  field  ... 
Sale  of  salved  waste 
Trade  refuse  removal 


£2592  18  7 


7  0  0 

12  12  2 
24  2  0 

-  43  14  2 


Nett  Cost 


£2549  4  5 


Collection 

Disposal 

Nett  Total  Cost 
Collection  and 
Disposal 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Cost  per  1,000  houses  - 

578  5  1 1 

103  19  1 

670  9  10 

Cost  per  1,000  population 

164  6  6 

29  9  4 

190  10  6 

Salvage. 

The  work  of  salving  certain  waste  materials  from  refuse  was 
commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Salving  of  tins  and 
other  metal  was  commenced  in  October,  bottles  and  jars  in 
December,  and  clean  waste  paper  in  February. 
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In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
the  support  they  have  given  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  and 
also  to  thank  all  Officials  for  the  assistance  they  have  so  willingly 
rendered. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Wm.  W.  WILKINSON, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


December  1940. 


